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Introduction 

The United States is an MEDC that has one of the most powerful economies in 
the world. It is located in Western Hemisphere and has in total 9,826,675 sq kilometers. 
According to the Human Development Index, which looks at indicators such as income, 
health, education, poverty, security, and such, it is the fourth highest developed country 
in the world. There are many factors that contribute to its development. It has a vast 
amount of natural resources, it has a lot of entrepreneurship, and its GDP per capita is 
pretty high. However, there are several points that show it is struggling to develop as 
well. For example, its GDP growth rate now has negative growth, its industrial 
production growth rate is now negative as well, and its human resources are not very 
strong as well. Looking at all this, one can see that The United States is an MEDC but at 
the same time, is struggling with development.  

 
GDP per capita 

The United States is an MEDC for several reasons. First off, the GDP per capita 
in this country is $46,000. This GDP per capita is the 11th highest GDP per capita in the 
world. This shows that the United States makes enough money for the population and can 
have a good standard of living.  
 
Population/ Population Growth Rate 

The population of the United States is 310,232,863 and the population growth rate 
is 0.97. Because the growth rate is not very high, it helps the fact of USA being an 
MEDC because it is better for a country not to have much population growth because it 
shows that they survival rates and health care is better.  

 



The chart above shows that the population growth rate of the United States is low 
because it is a rectangle, which shows that people are not having to many kids or too less 
kids but a good amount for their country.  
 
Work Force  

 The workforce in every country 
is divided in three sectors, services, 
industry, and agriculture. For the 
United States, the division can be seen 
in the chart below. As one can see, the 
division is not even at all. The 
agriculture makes up the smallest 
portion of this chart. It makes up 1.2% 
of all the sectors. The industry makes 
up 21.9% of the sector, the largest 
portion is services which is 76.9%. 
One may not think that this is a good 
thing because they are not evenly 
divided. However, the percentages in 
this country are actually very good. 
For a country to be an MEDC, the 

service should be very large while the agriculture should not be very high. This is 
because, when a country has a large amount of people in the services, this shows that they 
are more productive. This is because in agriculture, people are growing their own food 
and it takes a long time and is not very productive so when there is only a little 
percentage of people in agriculture, it shows they are an MEDC because they have more 
people working in a more productive manner. Because this is the case in the United 
States as well, this supports the idea that the United States in an MEDC.  
 
Natural Resources 

As well as its GDP per capita and the sectors, the United States has a large 
amount of natural resources. Its natural resources include copper, molybdenum, 
phosphates, uranium, bauxite, gold, iron, mercury, nickel, potash, silver, tungsten, zinc, 
petroleum, natural gas, timber, and coal. In fact, the United States has the biggest coal 
reserve with 491 billion short tons of coal, which is 27% of the world’s total. About 9% 
of the coal that is mined in the United States in exported to around 40 countries such as 
Japan, Canada, Western European nations and other areas around the world as well. 
Because the United States has a large amount of coal, it helps its MEDC status because 
many countries depend on the United States for coal, which can be used for many things 
such as electricity, and can be used in industries to make bridges, buildings, and 
automobiles. 
 
Economic Freedom 

The United States’ economic freedom score also shows why it is an MEDC. 
Currently, the United States has a score of 78.0 for it’s economic freedom. Economic 
freedom is when the people can make their own choices without interference from the 
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government and can produce what they want and trade what they want. Because the 
United States has a score of 78.0, one can see that the United States is mostly free. This 
means that most of the business in the United States can make their own choices without 
the government make their choices for them. It is important for people to have economic 
freedom because this way they earn more money sine they don't need to worry about the 
taxes and tariffs that the government usually set for them.  
 
Capital Goods 

The U.S has many capital goods, which helps its MEDC status. It is the world’s 
greatest manufacturer, as shown in the chart below. According to the chart, in 2004, U.S 
in total manufactured the most 

 
 

In 2004, it accounted for 23.8 percent of the world’s manufacturing output. This means 
that the United States does have good capital resources, as it is able to manufacture this 
much. This helps it as an MEDC because other countries then look to the United States 
for opportunities to trade their manufactured goods with and this way the United States 
can earn money. It has a total of 153 oil refineries, and in 2002 had the production 
capacity of 16,785,000 barrels per day. It is a good thing when countries are able to refine 
resources because this way they are actually able to use the resources to their advantage 
and do not have to depend to much on other countries.  
 
 
 



Entrepreneurship 
 One of the strongest points of the United States is its entrepreneurship. The 
United States is constantly coming up with new ideas and new companies. For example, 
in 1976 by Steve Jobs and Steve Woznaik created a new company called Apple. It is a 
multinational corporation that manufacturers electronics and software products. Every so 
often, it comes up with new ideas. A few years ago, it came up with making an Iphone 
which has a touch screen. After they came up with this idea, they kept updating it until 
this year, they made Iphone 4. The Iphones are very successful and are sold all over the 
world. This entrepreneurship is just one example of the many that the United States 
comes up with. One can see that entrepreneurship has led the United States to become 
very successful and developed.  
 
GDP Growth Rate  

Though the United States is an MEDC, it is currently not in a very good 
economical situation. Although the United States has a high GDP per capita and its 
sectors are divided in a way that shows it is an MEDC, its growth rate for the GDP is 
decreasing.  

 
 

As shown in the graph above, the United States GDP growth rate is now in the 
negatives. This means that it is not making as much money as it use to. In the chart, one 
can see that there has been a time before that the United States was in the negatives but 
increased more than it ever has. However, this is the lowest GDP growth rate that the 
United States ever has, and if this negative pattern continues, it could be very harmful for 
the economy because this will keep decreasing the GDP per capita for the citizens. If the 
GDP for the citizens decreases, the people will not be very happy and their standard of 
living will not be very good either.  
 
Labor force 

Another reason that proved America is not developing is its high unemployment 
rate. The United States has a population of 310,232,863 but 9.3 percent of it is 
unemployed. This is really high for a country that seems developed. The reason for this is 
that the labor must be too expensive so the companies may not be willing to have as 



many workers because they do not want to pay them all. This leads to many people not 
having jobs who then not make enough income and then do not have a very good lifestyle 
either. One can see that one of the reasons the United States is not growing is because of 
its lack of human resources.  
 
Industries and Labor Force 

The United States does have many industries. However, they are not growing. 
The industrial production growth rate is -5.5%. This is very bad for their economy and 
shows that instead of the economy growing, it is becoming worse. Because the United 
States has a negative growth rate, one can see that they are growing less than they use to 
before, and this can have an impact on their economy because they might not make as 
much money as they use to which can lead to many other issues. The United States used 
to be the leading industrial power, but it is now quite obvious that they are not because it 
is now China. This is probably because the labor must be too expensive so not many 
people are willing to work which means that not a lot is getting manufactured or 
constructed.  
 
Justification and Conclusion.  
 The United States is a country that is an MEDC, but is currently not growing. To 
show this I chose several terms. The reason that I chose GDP per capita is because the 
amount of money that a person has is important for showing the standard of life in that 
country. Because the United States has a high GDP per capita, this shows that the 
standard of living must be pretty good in this country. Also, the workforce is also 
important to see the status of a country. The United States has the most people in services 
and the least in agriculture, which is good because it shows that the workforce is very 
productive because it uses more machinery and such. The United States also has a lot of 
natural resources and capital resources, and entrepreneurship, so this shows that it is an 
MEDC because they make a lot of money this way. Lastly, the United States has a lot of 
economic freedom so small business and the people can make their own money without 
interference from the government. A few things I chose to show that the United States is 
not developing are firstly, the GDP growth rate. Though the GDP in this country is high, 
it is actually less than what it use to be and this shows that the United States is not 
making as much money as it use to. Another fact is that the human resources in this 
country is not very good because of the high unemployment rate, which shows that the 
labor force is very expensive which is not very good for a MEDC to have. Lastly, the 
United States has many industries but it is not growing so I chose this term as well 
because it shows that instead of a positive growth, it has a negative growth.  
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